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Livestream Link for the service: https://vimeo.com/event/4739642 
 

Marion Ellis was born on October 6, 1930. She was an extraordinary woman
whose life was defined by her service to others and dedication to family. She
was the eighth of nine children born to Florence Musgrave and Charles
Augustus Shipley, and raised in Greenwich Village in Lower Manhattan during
the challenges of the Great Depression and World War II. She graduated from
Commerce High School in January of 1948, majoring in Stenography, and
married Edmund John Ellis on September 7, 1949. From that union, her
beloved daughter, Sandra Ellis (Brown), was born. 

 In her career, Marion displayed a strong work ethic. Whether it was during her
early roles at the Phipps Housing office and Lane Bryant, or her time handling
customer billing at JCPenney, or her final position with a NYC Taxicab
company, she always approached her work with diligence and attention to
detail. Her commitment to customer service was so well-regarded that when a
customer once complained, her boss instinctively defended her because he
was so confident in her integrity. 

 Marion’s resilience extended beyond the workplace as well. In 1967, she
faced a life-threatening brain aneurysm, yet defied the odds with a miraculous
recovery. Although her relatives came close to losing her, Marion survived and
thrived for over half a century beyond that moment. 

 Throughout her life, Marion prioritized family connections, often living close to



her siblings and their families. She spent the early years of her married life on
West 64th Street in the Phipps Housing project near her in-laws. Later, she
moved to Co-op City in the Bronx to be near her youngest sister Margaret, her
older brother James, and their families. She was always ready to support
those in need, whether by helping a relative find a job or apartment, offering
advice, or simply being a listening ear when someone needed her. 

Marion’s devotion extended beyond her immediate family as well. Her sisters,
nieces, nephews, and extended relatives were part of a close-knit circle that
she enriched with her presence and care. She also cherished moments spent
with her sisters and sister-in-law as part of the Clusters, a group of women
who enjoyed trips to Broadway, fine dining, and traveling to the Caribbean
with Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm. 

Marion’s move to Round Rock, Texas, at nearly 80 years old to join her
daughter Sandra and her family gave her another opportunity to be with her
loved ones. She embraced her new surroundings and formed bonds in her
church community at David Chapel, where she found joy participating in
Sunday School and Platinum Plus events for years until health challenges
prevented her from attending in person. 

Her family remembers her as an affectionate, clever, opinionated, and fiercely
loyal woman. To her daughter Sandra (husband James), granddaughters Lisa
(husband Larry), Tiffany, and Angela, and great-grandchildren Jayden and
Aliya, she was more than a mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother—
she was a source of wisdom, humor, and love that will be deeply missed. 

Marion Ellis leaves behind a legacy of love that touched everyone privileged
to know her. Her life was a testament to the beauty of family, faith, and
connection, and her memory will continue to inspire all who knew her.
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Austin Memorial Park Cemetery

2800 Hancock Drive
Austin, TX 78731
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Bishop Craig T. Campbell - November 21, 2024 at 07:40 PM

It is with a heart of thanksgiving, I am able to thank our Eternal
Father, for the life and spirit of our last eyewitness to the testaments
of our NY born and raised family. Aunt Marion, our history making
eldress lived, to the blessed age of 94 where she served in her
latter years, as the oldest only surviving eye witness to our family
history. I am a recipient of her vivid real time memories and
accounts, which contributed to the blessedness we have as a
family, who came out the generations where things were not talked
about. Aunt Marion was a listener, of which we as a family can
benefit from, in her passing the mantle of family history. 

 Often times, in our converstaions Aunt Marion would express her
not understanding as to why is she still here, to which I would
respond "you still have a work to do". 
Auntie, we now have the answer, the unfinished task which was
upon you was in sharing memories, accounts and testaments of our
family, as our history making last surviving beloved Elder. Aunt
Marion,Take your rest, from a job well done, 

  
Love always 

  
Bishop Craig T. Campbell 

 Great-Nephew

A Life Celebration by Franklin - November 20, 2024 at 11:09 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album
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Michael Lipscomb - November 19, 2024 at 11:18 PM

As her family gathered to mourn her in 1969, who was to know that
she'd outlive them all? 

  
Aunt Marion was at once affectionate, annoying, diplomatic, sharp-
tonged, dependent; in other words, the last one standing. Of her
eight sisters and brothers, she provided the communal link. If you
needed a job, she knew somebody. If you knew somebody, she
often knew them first. Once I needed an insurance code in order to
crack a tough case. And guess who got it? 

  
Wherever she is, she's already making friends, who might someday
become yours.

Aunt Debbie Brown, Whitney & Brittany - November 17, 2024
at 02:38 PM

Aunt Debbie Brown, Whitney & Brittany
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Ms Marion Ellis.
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