Derek Irvin
September 13, 1967 - August 31, 2018

Derek Gerard Irvin was born on September 13, 1967 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana to Shirley
M. Irvin and Emmerson Irvin. He was baptized at an early age at King Solomon Baptist
Church in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As a child, Derek played Pee Wee football with the
Baton Rouge Recreational Department, and he watched the Pittsburgh Steelers every
Sunday while discussing the game on the phone with his best friend Earl. He was often
accused of tying up his mom’s phone to talk about the Steelers for hours (this was prior to
call waiting). Derek attended Progress Elementary School, Crestworth Middle School and
Baker Middle School, and Baker High School where he was an award winning
percussionist. Upon graduating from high school, he received a band scholarship at the
University of Louisiana at Monroe (formerly Northeast University). He later transferred to
Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana where he earned a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Finance and Economics.
After graduating from Southern University, Derek moved to Austin, Texas and was
employed by various companies. Derek was reared in a Christian home and knew he
needed to find a church where he could continue to grow in Christ. He joined the Greater
Mt. Zion Baptist Church under the leadership of Reverend Gaylon Clark and was actively
involved in the sports ministry where he served as director for a period of time. He was
also a member of the basketball and softball leagues.
He later moved to San Antonio, Texas and was employed by the Federal Court.
Subsequently, he became employed with Frost and Sullivan as the Help Desk Team
Leader (North and Latin America) in Management Information Systems.
Derek met Amanda Letson in Austin, Texas and they were blessed with two children,
Brooklynn Elise and Edward Hines. Derek’s children were the loves of his life and he
worked tirelessly to provide for his family. You would often see Derek on various outings
with his children at the museum, Jumpoline, the park, and Gold’s Gym.
Derek was a lifelong avid Pittsburgh Steelers fan!! One of his most recent favorite
memories was a trip to Chicago to enjoy watching them play with his dear friend Tony. He
would gather with the Steeler Nation on game days in Austin to watch his beloved team.
He was also an official member of Prince’s fan club. He visited Prince’s home in
Minnesota and was a personal friend of Prince’s pilot.

On Friday, August 31, 2018, Derek departed this life for his eternal home. He was
preceded in death by his maternal grandparents, George and Alice Payton, and his
paternal grandparents, James Irvin and Josie Mitchell.
He leaves to cherish his memories: his wife, Amanda; his children, Brooklynn and Edward;
his devoted mother, Shirley Irvin of Austin, Texas; his father, Emmerson Irvin (Shirley) of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; his sister, Erica Irvin of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and a host of
aunts, uncles, cousins, and dear friends.

Cemetery

Events

Cook-Walden Capital Parks SEP
14501 IH 35

7

Pflugerville, TX, 78660

Viewing

04:00PM - 07:00PM

King-Tears Mortuary
1300 E 12th St, Austin, TX, US, 78702

SEP
8

Celebration Service

11:00AM
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Comments

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

A Life Celebration by Franklin - September 11, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Barbara Mayo lit a candle in memory of Derek Irvin

Barbara Mayo - September 07, 2018 at 08:52 PM

“

Saturday will not be a good day for Jackie or I since we will be attending Derek's service. It
has been a very sad week for us. Shirley (his Mom) and Derek have spent my holidays and
just times together. RIP
Barbara - September 07, 2018 at 08:59 PM

“

I remember Derek when he came to visit me in Houston while at the University. He
was a great person to talk to and received good advice. He will be missed and left us
to soon.

Terrence - September 05, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

To my friend Ms. Shirley Irvin you have my condolence. Look to the hills where our help
comes from. Praying for you n family. If I can do anything please let me know. Amen.
Emma J. Richerson - September 07, 2018 at 06:05 PM

“

Derek was a great person. We worked together for several years and shared the love
for the Steelers. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

larry spade - September 05, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends of Derek. We used to work
together at the Administrative Office US Courts. He was a really nice guy, quiet and
unassuming. We just exchanged messages recently online about a church in the
area for him to visit.
I am so sorry for your loss. Rest well Derek.
Rev. Ivan K. Thomas

Ivan - September 05, 2018 at 11:47 AM

